cine, when taken into the circulation, without being neutralized in the stomach, speedily passed out by the urine, and chiefly, though not entirely, in combination with sulphuric acid, the formation of which it for the time increased.
It appeared a fair inference from the facts then stated, that the Liquor Potasste, in the healthy system, acted as a destructive agent on the sulphur-containing constituents?i. e., the albuminous compounds of the blood or tissue, and led, among other less-easily recognised changes, to the oxidation and elimination of their sulphur. It was shown also that the quantity of water poured out from the kidneys was increased, as well as the organic substances, included under the vague term " extractives." It was, of course, apparent that the study of the action of the liquor potassEe in the healthy system was by no means completed, and that many points remained unexplored. It seemed, however, that a firm basis for future investigations had been laid down, and it was determined to pursue the inquiry on the urine of disease in the same way, and to pay special attention to the inorganic constituents of this secretion.
In the diseased body liquor potassse is placed under different chemical conditions from those presented to it by a healthy system, and, therefore, no d, priori decision as to its action in disease can be possible. Though the truth of this remark will be made sufficiently evident in the course of this inquiry, it will at the same time be found, that its action in health may be taken as the general rule of its action in disease. I must observe that I can pretend to do no more than to give, what I hope will be found accurate and trustworthy experiments towards the elucidation of a subject so vast that the labours of one man must be totally unable to exhaust it.* * I have not alluded to the observations of Dr. Golding Bird or others who have contributed so much to our knowledge of the action of the diuretic salts of potash. My present object forbids this; but I hope my temporary silence will not be construed into indifference to these useful inquiries. In Case 1, on the 4th day (no treatment), there was an extremely scanty precipitate given by the direct addition of nitrate of silver and nitric acicl, to the urine; on the following day there was none whatever; on the succeeding day, traces; on the next day, none; and it was not, in fact, till the 9th day, that there was any quantity; it returned then from day to day; on the 12th day (the diet being only altered by the addition of a light pudding), 22'2G4 grains of chlorine were passed in 24 hours; and on the following day there was evidently a still greater quantity. That of the three possible factors, the withdrawal of food, the presence of the disease, and of the remedy, the absence of the chlorine was owing to the second, is evident from the fact that the chlorine began to return befox-e the diet was changed; and that in this, and in the other cases, and also in health and in all cases of disease yet examined, the liquor potassse has never been known to have the effect of diminishing the quantity of chlorine.
In Case 2, on the 7th day, only 4-G(i5 grains of chlorine were excreted in 24 hours; on the following day there was still less; on the 18th day, Avhen the quantity was next determined, nearly GO 
